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STATEMENT ACCOMPANYING CORRECTED DRAWINGS 
REQUIRED BY NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY MAILED 11/14/2006 

Applicant respectfully submits that the corrected drawings filed on September 
5, 2006, which contained black and white photographs of electrophoresis gels, were 
acceptable drawings in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.121(d). These drawings clearly 
showed the features described in the Specification in varying shades of black, white 
and grey. However, when the Patent Office scanned in these drawings, no attention 
was paid to this detail, and the drawings present in the Image File Wrapper in PAIR 
contain solid black boxes rather than the black and white photographs. Applicants' 
representative would welcome the opportunity to send a faxed copy of these drawings 
upon request so the Office can be made aware of this problem. 
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However, to expedite issuance of a patent from the subject application, 
submitted herewith is a second set of corrected drawings. Such drawings have been 
further modified to provide a white or very light grey background with black 
electrophoresis bands. Applicants respectfully submit that these corrected drawings 
are in full compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.121(d), and that such submission is a complete 
response to the Requirements of the Notice of Allowability mailed November 14, 2006. 

Should the corrected drawings still be unacceptable to the Office, Applicants' 
representative respectfully requests she be immediately contacted at the number(s) 
below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Kathryn L. Hester, Ph.D., Reg. No. 46,768 
Customer No. 30589 
Dunlap, Codding & Rogers, P.C. 
Post Office Box 16370 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73113 
(405) 607-8600 - Telephone 
(405) 607-8686 - Telefax 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . 13 This communication is responsive to 9/27/06 . 

2. H The allowed ciaim(s) is/are MQ. 13.15-19.2 3-26.29-36.74.75.77.78.81.83-87.91-100.110 and 112-115. 
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a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. [>3 CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoVMail Date . 

(b) IS including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6 □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 
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2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper NoVMail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper NoVMail Date . 

7. E*3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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The application has been amended as requested in the communication filed 
September 5, 2006 and September 27, 2006. Accordingly, claims 1-3, 6, 13, 15, 25, 77, 
81, and 114 have been amended; new claim 115 has been added, and claims 11, 12, 
20-22, 27-28, 37-73, 76, 79, 80, 82, 88-90, and 101-111 have been canceled. 

The terminal disclaimer filed on September 5, 2006 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application, which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of U. S. patents 6,444,447 and 7,060,469 has been reviewed and is 
accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Claims 1-10, 13, 15-19, 23-26, 29-36, 74, 75, 77, 78, 81, 83-87, 91-100, and 112- 
1 15 are pending and under consideration. 

New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because Figures 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 34 do not show the features 
described in the Figure description. In fact all of them can't be comprehended. The 
examiner recognizes the difficulties of obtaining good pictures for gels. A drawing of the 
gel showing the various bands of the gels would be acceptable with an amendment to 
the figure description indicating that the figure represents relative position of the 
different bands. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent 
draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer 
prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kathryn L. Hester on October 16, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1 (i) Line 5, delete "[,]"; and, (ii) in part (e), line two, delete — [a]— 
between "to" and "the". 

Claim 4 The method of claim 1 wherein, in the step of providing at 
least one functional acceptor, the functional acceptor is a 
hyaluronic acid (HA) oligosaccharide having between about three 
sugar units and oligosaccharide polymer having molecular weight 
of about 4.2 kDa. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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The application has been amended as requested in the communication filed 
September 5, 2006 and September 27, 2006. Accordingly, claims 1-3, 6, 13, 15, 25, 77, 
81, and 114 have been amended; new claim 115 has been added, and claims 11, 12, 
20-22, 27-28, 37-73, 76, 79, 80, 82, 88-90, and 101-111 have been canceled. 

The terminal disclaimer filed on September 5, 2006 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application, which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of U. S. patents 6,444,447 and 7,060,469 has been reviewed and is 
accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Claims 1-10, 13, 15-19, 23-26, 29-36, 74, 75, 77, 78, 81, 83-87, 91-100, and 112- 
1 15 are pending and under consideration. 

New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because Figures 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 34 do not show the features 
described in the Figure description. In fact all of them can't be comprehended. The 
examiner recognizes the difficulties of obtaining good pictures for gels. A drawing of the 
gel showing the various bands of the gels would be acceptable with an amendment to 
the figure description indicating that the figure represents relative position of the 
different bands. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent 
draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer 
prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kathryn L. Hester on October 16, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1 (i) Line 5, delete "[,]"; and, (ii) in part (e), line two, delete — [a]— 
between "to" and "the". 

Claim 4 The method of claim 1 wherein, in the step of providing at 
least one functional acceptor, the functional acceptor is a 
hyaluronic acid (HA) oligosaccharide having between about three 
sugar units and oligosaccharide polymer having molecular weight 
of about 4.2 kDa. 



